Road-Bail Transport
The commodity chosen is cotton and the rates are for
piecegoods, cotton in bales, press-packed and bound with
iron bands or packed in boxes or cases from Karachi to the
following stations. The freight per maund of cotton
carried at owners risk under risk note from B or H from
Karachi to Cawnpore Collectorgunge via Hyderabad (Sind)
and Kachaman Road was in July 1932, Rs. 2-6-4. The
freight had to pass over the lines of the North Western
Railway, the Jodhpur Railway, and the Bombay, Baroda
and Central India Railway, the proportionate shares of
which in the rate were Rs. 0-4-5, 1-1-7 and 1-0-4 respec-
tively. Similarly, the rate from Karachi to Lucknow
via Hyderabad (Sind), Kachaman Road and Cawnpore
Central Goodshed at railway risk was Rs. 3-4-11, and in
this case four railways were involved viz., the North
Western, the Jodhpur, the B. B. and C. L, and the Bast
Indian Railways, the respective shares of which were
Rs. 0-5-8, 1-6-8, 1-4-10 and 0-3-9.
From the foregoing examples it  is  obvious  that the
through rate is a simple addition of the rates chargeable
on each line for the actual distance travelled thereon.
Though in strict theory such a procedure could not be
found fault with, it would be really a desirable thing if the
continuous mileage principle were adopted in the case of
through traffic.   It is a pity that in India almost all rates
are made on the principle of equal mileage; the conference
maund schedule rates being the only important rates quoted
on a telescopic basis.   It is an axiom that railways are
always subject to the law of diminishing costs and that, as a
consequence, the longer the haul the less must be the rate.
But there is a real difficulty when through traffic has to be
considered for, then, the special minimum distance con-
iitioBs of each railway may prove a stumbling block i
<teclaration of such rates.   Nevertheless, the need for
a form of rate quotation can hardly be emphasised